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The Curriculum in the Educational System epoch

— History of Labor Education in General School —

Tosiaki Nagasima
Abstract

The curriculum of the Education Ministry in higher elementary school in 1872 had book-keep-
ing as an elective subject in some community. But, few pupils from 13 and six months to 14
years old learned it, so there were a few mordern enterprises in Japan. As they disliked
making girl study, few women learned sewing in lower elementary school and there were 113
girl schools which educated it among 20, 017 in 1874. The curriculum of Education Minist-
ry and the Tokyo Nomal School were not suitable to the condition in Japan. 9 prefectures
among 26 made curriculum contain agriculture, commerce, fishing, weaver and workman in re-
quired subject called reading after 1876.

The brief curriculum of the Education Ministry in junior secondrary school of six-year sys-
tem had book-keeping, too. This subject combined drawing and penmanship. It was learnt
by seventeen years old boy. Pupil did’t learn it in the secondary school by foreign teacher.
This school established to instruct in English, German and French in 1872. Graduates of this
school expected that they majored chiefly in science, technology and slightly astronomy, phy-
sics, medical treatment, law and economics to intoduce advanced study in foreign countries
into Japan. This school abolished in 1878, so there were step by step many graduates and
translated books.into Japanese,

There were two kind of text book in book-keeping for pupil. Balance Accounts Book
(Japanese, Tyoainoho) was written by Ukiti Hukuzawa in 1873. He translated Bryant and
Stratton’s Common School Book-keeping into Japanese. Mr. Marsh’s Book-keeping was wri-
tten by Gishu Kobayasi in 1875. He translated C.C.Marsh’s Couse of Practise in Single En-
try Book-keeping and Science of Double Entry Book-keeping into Japanese. Information for
the People edited by William Chamble and other was translated by Education Ministry and
called “Encyclopedia”. Chapters of agriculture, commerce, fishing, weaver and workman of
this book were used as text book for reading:

Japanese pedagogists often say that technical education began in 1886, so Imperal edict of

elementary school had provision of handicraft. Author concludes that their view is wrong.



