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A Medical Geographical Study of Diseases in Edo Era
Tomoichi Horiguchi

(Faculty of Education, Ibaraki Uni'bersity)

Abstract

Among the most noticeable epidemic diseases recorded in literature of Edo period were
Dysentery, Typhoid, Cholera, Variola and Morbilli.

Dysentery was written down as Dysenteria by a Dutch Physician about the years of /Kansei/
and its prevalence was reported six times in Edo and Hiroshima.

Typhoid was pandemic twelve times during the years between the 2nd of ‘Empo’ (1674)
and the 3rd of /Keio/ (1867), but only Nagasaki and Nagoya kept the re:ords of its prevale-
nce.

Cholera broke out three times, in the 5th of /Bunsei’ (1822), in the 5th of /Ansei’ (1858),
and in the 2nd of’/ Bunkyu’/ (1862). Of the first infection some say that it was imported
from Corea, other it invaded in Nagasaki at first, which has been justified.

That was the first infection in our country. It was brought, from Bengal through Java into
Japan. Starting from the Kyushu district and reaching to Numazu, the Tokai district, the
infection was most furious in the Aki and Naniwa district.

The second spread over the area from Nagasaki to Edo. In Edo it raged most violently and
took a toll of 268,057 lives, Of the third prevalence, we are little informed. The prevalence,
of Variola, known for long in our country, was put on record 13 times during Edo period,
though with the coming into practice of vaccination the epidemic frequency in later times
was on the decrease. Morbilli was prevalent 11 times from 1614 to 1862 chiefly in Keiki, Osa-
ka and Edo.

The pandemic regions mentioned in documents of Edo era extend from Chinzei through
Keiki to Edo. No mentions are found of them in the Tohoku and Hokuriku district. It may
be because the south and west parts of Japan were densely populated and of busy traffic,
while so many records would have been left out in the northern parts of a low level of

culture.
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