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Abstract

Through the interview conducted on Japanese students and international students who participated
in the disaster relief volunteer activity for the Typhoon Hagibis in 2019, this paper compared the
differences in the purposes and experiences of volunteer activities between Japanese students and
international students. As a result, both Japanese students and international students participated in this
activity by accepting the request from the university. Before participating the activity, although they
were interested in volunteering, they had no information and were unable to participate. However, as the
university actively informed about the volunteer opportunity, students were able to know. Both Japanese
students and international students thought that their experience of participating in the activity was
meaningful that they could gain experiences that they could not have in their daily lives and to interact
with people who were not in contact on a daily basis. Furthermore, as international students wanted to
gain a variety of experiences while studying in Japan, they participated in the disaster relief volunteer

activity as they thought it was a culture unique to Japan.
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