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Abstract

I interviewed three Japanese-language teachers who are practicing extensive reading courses in
Japan, and tried to document and examine their personal accounts, focusing on their motivation for
starting extensive reading classes, the insights they gained through these classes, and the changes in their
attitudes toward teaching. The common threads in their narratives are as follows : 1) the background
of starting extensive reading classes was the need to accommodate diverse learners, 2) positive changes
were observed in learners’ motivation and attitudes, 3) they are sometimes confused about their role as a
teacher, but they also feel it is important for teachers to support learners, and 4) they feel it is important

to have a place where learners can share their opinions and thoughts with each other.
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