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Abstract

Aristotle argued in the Metaphysics Z that an individual substance was
composed of matter and form. By an individual substance he meant an individual
which could be replaced by others, not Socrates as Socrates, but Socrates as a
man, and the individuator of this sort of individuals might be thought either to
be form (this-ness) or to be matter (this stuff of a man). However, there remain
sections within Aristoelian corpus which can be interpreted as referring to another
sort of individuals which are unreplaceable. These individuals are by definition
no direct object of Aristotle’s sciences, which above all concern universals. This
is why Aristole composed his Ethics in such a way, that its listners, who were
themselves unreplaceable individuals or precious persons, would on lintening
to his lectures be inclined to respect their own preciousness and accordingly change
their plans to live happy lives in some fundamental way, while lectures themselves
consisted wholly of universal ideas and types. I think this type of indirect teaching
will be necessary whenever we are concerned with uniquely precious individuals,
amon which we ourselves are.
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