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Abstract

The so-called ‘Digression’ in Plato’s Theaetetus was traditionally
treated as a convenient and very thought-provoking summary of Platonism.
But its significance was once almost totally ignored in some interpretations
in the 20™ century. In this paper I interpret the part of Digression precisely
in its immediate context and hope to show that it plays an important role in
the criticism of Protagoreanism which is the main theme of the first part of
the dialogue. The key to understand the role lies in the recognition that the
Protagorean position had to claim both the validity of the relativist theory of
truth on one hand and the sui generis and absolute wisdom of the sophists
on the other. The Digression is a preparation for attacking one version
of the latter claim, which declares its monopolizing ability to change the
appearances of all people concerning what is advantageous, as an arrogant
megalomania from the perspective of the leaders of science and philosophy.

It makes a crucial turning point in the course of the arguments against

FLXAm sl a— N NSRS, Fnine” |- [
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Protagoras, which continue both in the subsequebnt parts of the Theaetetus

and in the whole Sophist.

Keywords
Platonism, the Theaetetus, relativism, Protagoras, God-likeness, moral

values, prudence
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