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Some Problems on Alteration of Plain-forest Land Tenure Systems

Based upon a survey of Tomoe-village, Ibaraki Pref.
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Summary

In Ibaraki Pref. lie vast territories of plain-forest land (200-250 thousand acres) which are scattered

among farms of diluvial soil.

because of forest-landownership.

Most of this land, therefore, -is arable but has been yet virgin only

This article deals with the peasant movement to acquire the ownership of this forest land and

use-right of grass-land which occured in Tomoe village, Ibaraki Pref., in the midst of the post-war

Land Reform.

1. As here are no government-owned forest and public one, all the forests are owned mainly by

great private landowners.

2. The structure of forest-landownership had not altered by the peasant movement.

3. However, it is neccessory for peasant-farming to transfer the ownership to peasantry by reason

of the highly productive réle of compost-making fallen leaves collected in the forest.

4. Peasants now lease the forest land for fallen leaves paying rent in money, in kind or in labor

(‘‘Shitakusa-kosaku’’) under an obligation to take care of living trees. Recently, landowners bigin the

growing of needle-leaf trees which needs an intensive forest-management, and a kind of “‘enclosure

movement”’ is going on. Owing to this enclosure the limitation in peasant use of forest for farming

has been caused.
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