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Studies on the Essay of the Disintegration of Peasantry

and the Problem of Ground-rent

The inguiry and criticism of the theory on this subject (1)
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Summary

1) It is said; that the Landlordly landownership (Kisei- jinushi-sei) had played a great
role in agriculture of modern Japan from Meiji Restoration past-war Land Reform.

2) My very question is the following; What relation to the disintegration of peasantry
had the Landlordly landownership in Japan ? Was there any connection between this land-
ownership and the development of capitalism in Japan ?

3) In this paper, I have inquired, in order to answer this question, how this issure was
treated by some theorists of Old Koza School, for it has been said that they had firstly made
a systematic and theoretical analysis on the development of capitalism in Japan since Meiji
Restoration.

4) The main points of their view on this issure were the following; in agriculture of
pre-war modern Japan, the nature of landownership was Semi-feudal, and the mode of produc-
tion was the small and feudal farming.

5) But now I point out that their view is full of mistakes, because we can acknowledge
the fact of the development of commercial farm production in agriculture of Japan since Meiji
Restoration.

6) And, in this paper, I have expressed my views on the issure as follows; (1) we must
deal with the forms of landownership in Japan since Meiji Restoration, in the category not of
Semi-feudal landownership but of transitional landownership, and (2) therefore, we must deal
with the disintegration of peasantry in the case where the market price of agricultural products
is on the level of cost (original cost plus self-sustaining ‘‘wages’’), which is necessary for the

direct producers to maintain their production.
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