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Some Experiments on the Reproductive Function

of the Female Mule

Tarao KasHiwaBara, RyoicHl TANAKA, IKUsHI KONDO, AKIRA SASANUMA,
YoicHl MAEJIMA and HIDENORI M ORI

The present paper belongs to an old research project concerning the experiments of
reproductive ability in the female mule, a hybrid, usually sterile, resulting from the cross
of the jack, Equus asinus, with the mare, E. caballus, carried out in the Faculty of Agricul-
ture, Ibaraki University about thirty years ago, but the unique idea has not been tried in
this field by this time.

The aim of this experiments is very simple, that is, the artificial induction of ovulation
in the female mule using Prolan, gonad stimulating hormone. The experimental animal,
a female mule (five years old) was injected Prolan (6 cc:1200 1LU., BAYER) during
proestrus April, 1955, and the mating with the stallion was carried out every day about one
week at the University Livestock Farm, The University of Tokyo, Iwama, Ibaraki
Prefecture.

The results were not successful in the mating experiments, but the effect of Prolan
on the estrus cycle of the mule were shown in every treatments. It was considered that
the reproductive function of the female mule should be studied in the warm climates area

in future as her estrus cycle is sensitive to low temperature.
(Sci. Rep. Fac. Agr. Ibaraki Univ.,, No.33, 29 ~ 37, 1985)



