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Environmental Pollution by Cadmium and Zinc Discharged

from a Braun Tube Factory
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Summary

Environmental pollution by cadmium and zinc discharged from a braun tube factory
which had operated for 7 years at Funabashi city, Chiba Prefecture, was investigated.

1. Sediment of the one outlet of waste water contained 9770 ppm of cadmium and 37500
ppm of zinc and that of the other outlet contained 4820 ppm of cadmium and 15500 ppm of
zinc. The slag of the settling tank had been thrown on the road side near an outlet, and
it contained 45500 ppm of cadmium and 170000 ppm of zinc. Therefore, the road was in-
tensively polluted by cadmium and zinc, and the soil even 4 m beneath the road surface
contained 186 ppm of cadmium and..662 ppm of zinc.

2. The sediments of the irrigation cannel polluted by the waste water from the factory
contained much cadmium and zinc; and the paddy soils near the cannel were likewise po-
lluted by the both metals.

3. The houses near the factory were polluted by cadmium which contained in the dust
presumably blown away from the slag thrown on the roadside. A surface soil of a yard
contained 9.8 ppm of cadmium. Dust sampled from the nearest house contained 76.5 ppm
of cadmium and the amount of cadmium in the dust decreased gradually in proportion to
the distance from the factory.

From the above-mentioned results it will be assumed that the cadmium and zinc dis-
charged from the braun tube factory polluted the irrigation cannel, paddy soils and the

neighbouring houses.
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