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Studies on Green Buckwheat
I. On the feeding effect for rabbits

TAKAO HORIGOME, RYOHACHIRO NAKAMURA, MASASABURO SHIMAMURA,
and SHIGEKI NAKAHARA
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Summary

The nutritive value of green buckwheat as fodder has not been studied nearly in
Japan and the cause of rash by eating green buckwheat is unknown in many respects.
We tried to reexamine the nutritive value of green buckwheat as fodder. In this expe-
riment, the study was done on young rabbits.

Rash or harmful effects by eating green buckwheat was not recognized, but the growth
of rabbits eating green buck wheat was inferior to that of rabbits eating red clover
when both rabbits ate same amounts of fodder. Digestive coefficients of raw green
buckwheat obtained on rabbits were low, especially in crude protein (44.1%) and crude
fiber (2.99). Therefore, its digestable components and available calories were small.
Moreover, since rabbits had poor appetite to green buckwheat, the sole allowance of
green buck wheat brought about the want in calorie and so it is desirable to use it
with other fodders. The 0.3% NaOH soluble and hot alkaline alcohol soluble proteins
separated from dried green buckwheat did not differ from that of red clover in point
of N-distribution analysed by Van Slyke’s method.
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