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Formal Expressions of New Year Cards

Yutaka Tachibana

Abstract

I. We use some formal words in new year cards. Which word do we use most frequently? To find the
popularity of formal words of new year cards, I made following two investigations.

(1) Which word is used most frequently of 205 new year cards which I received this year?

(2) I inquired 240 people which word they used in their new year cards this year with enquéte paper.
The result of these investigations’is that we use the expression of “Kinga-shinnen” most frequently.

II. How long have we used modern formal expression of new year cards? To find the earliest
example of “Kinga-shinnen”, I researched:

(1) Japanese dictionaries in Meiji period.

(2) Letters and cards from 1833 to 1927.

(3) Books of letter-writing since “Teikin-worai” (15 century).

And we have a result of following;

We can find the earliest example of “Kinga-shinnen” in the “Japanese-English Dictionary, 3rd ed., 1886”
by J.C. Hepburn. Before then we had used “Shinnen no gyokei, medetaku mdshi wosame sord.” etc.



