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Abstract

The Birimian greenstone belt, southwestern Ghana, is mainly composed of mid to deep
oceanic sedimentary sequence of metavolcanic rocks (Sefwi Group) and metasedimentary rocks
(Kumasi Group, <2154+2 Ma). Extensive syn-tectonic granitoid plutons named Eoeburnean
(2180-2150 Ma) and Eburnean (2130-2070 Ma) also occurred. We measured U-Pb ages
on detrital zircon grains from Kumasi group sandstone with LA-ICP-MS to improve the
understanding of the crustal evolution. The results for 43 samples indicated a single peak
of 2163 Ma, coinciding with the age of granitic intrusions, implying that Kumasi Group

sedimentation occurred after erosion and weathering of these granitic rocks.
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Fig. 1 The West African craton (modified after Milési et al. 2004).
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Fig. 2 a) Geological map of Birimian Supergroup, southwestern
Ghana showing location of Salman gold mine (modified after
Perrouty et al. 2012, and age data of U-Pb on zircon from
Attoh et al. 2006, Hirdes et al. 1992, Obertiir et al. 1998 , —
and Davis et al. 1994). b) Stratigraphic column of Birimian s
Supergroup in Birimian belt (Perrouty et al. 2012).
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Fig. 3 Aerial photograph of Salman gold mine (obtatined through Google Earth).
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Fig. 4 a) nghly foliated sand-shale schist in Salman gold
mine, b) Stratigraphic column in the sand-shale formation.
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Concordant Ziicon (46 grains)

Discordant Zilcon (36 grains)

Fig. 5 Backscattered electron image of detrital zircon grains from Kumasi Group sandstone.
The circles show analyzed spots with numbers corresponding to Table 1.

Fig. 6 Zonal structures (25, 26, 29, Cathode Luminescence) and partially deteriorated grains
(16, 34, Backscattered electron image) as observed from SEM Images of detrital zircons.
Numbering corresponds to Table 1.
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Fig. 8 Plots on Tera-Wasserburg U-Pb Concordia diagram plots.
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Table 1. LA-ICP-MS U-Pb data and calculated ages of zircons in the sample 121120-03.

TILZ (A%FE) 6475 (2015)

Labels wepp U Th  Th/U 2382065y () 207ppyk 20k () BUPh* age  Ph* %Ph* age®  Disc®

(%)  (ppm) (ppm) (Ma) (Ma) (%)
20-03_001 0.00 51 23 046 244 £ 006 0.1418 £ 0.0040 2212.1 = 453 22500 = 48.0 1.68
20-03_002 1.30 76 44 059 2,69 = 006 0.1416 + 0.0046 2037.0 = 37.1 22480 = 56.0 9.38
20-03 003 0.32 74 34046 249 = 005 01409 + 0.0041 21773 + 399 2240.0 + 490 2.80
20-03_004 024 83 34 042 247 £ 006 01292 £ 0.0038 21919 = 436 2089.0 £ 50.0 -492
20-03_005 0.52 31 10 032 256 = 007 01281 £ 0.0061 21242 = 482 2073.0 = 81.0 -247
20-03 006  7.41 224 120 055 372 £ 007 0.1393 + 0.0064 15353 + 27.4 22200 + 77.0 30.84
20-03 007 0.23 152 50  0.34 260 + 0.05 0.1343 + 0.0028 2098.1 + 364 21560 £ 36.0 2.69
20-03_008 1.08 172 79 047 256 £ 005 01360 £ 00032 21272 = 338 21780 = 40.0 233
20-03 009  0.46 176 72042 2,69 £ 0.04 0.1339 £ 00032 2039.1 = 266 2151.0 £ 41.0 520
20-03 010 3.18 85 42 050 258 £ 0.05 0.1303 + 0.0061 21092 + 325 21040 + 79.0 -025
20-03_011 0.12 101 44 045 255 = 004  0.1379 + 00035 21323 = 302 2202.0 =+ 440 3.16
20-03 012 1.23 88 41 048 251 £ 005 0.1413 £ 0.0045 2160.6 = 367 22440 £ 540 372
20-03 013 0.00 89 43 0.50 256 + 005 0.1302 + 0.0032 21288 + 32.8 2102.0 + 43.0 -1.28
20-03_014 1.25 96 32034 262 = 005 01348 + 0.0037 2081.0 + 347 2163.0 + 480 3.79
20-03 015 6.50 176 95 056 298 £ 005 0.1319 £ 0.0048 18669 = 27.1 21250 £ 63.0 1215
20-03 016 0.00 129 83 0.66 281 = 005 0159 + 0.0031 19622 + 29.5 24530 + 320 20.01
20-03 017 0.66 67 32049 254 = 006 01258 + 0.0043 21364 + 41.5 2041.0 =+ 590 -4.67
20-03_018 3.10 186 105 0.58 310 = 006  0.1391 £ 0.0039 18025 = 299 2217.0 = 48.0 1870
20-03 019 0.17 52 30 059 2,65 £ 006 0.1383 £ 0.0061 20613 = 430 22080 £ 740 6.64
20-03 020 1.63 146 78 0.55 293 £ 0.04 0.1264 + 0.0036 18957 + 25.0 20500 + 49.0 7.53
20-03_021 4.54 132 57 044 283 £ 005 0.1402 £ 0.0046 1949.0 = 293 2231.0 £ 56.0 12.64
20-03 022 7.95 338 104 031 407 £ 008 0.1273 £ 0.0049 14166 = 255 2063.0 £ 66.0 3134
20-03 023 1.37 140 55 040 250 = 0.04 0.1269 + 0.0030  2169.6 + 31.5 2056.0 + 42.0 -553
20-03_024 874 291 127 045 491 £ 009 0.1361 £ 0.0053 11948 = 209 2179.0 £ 67.0 4517
20-03_025 9.87 322 120 038 455 £ 008 0.1267 £ 0.0059 1280.7 = 21.5 2053.0 = 81.0 37.62
20-03 026 0.14 122 61 0.51 258 = 0.04 0.1331 4+ 0.0034 21106 = 30.7 2141.0 = 440 1.42
20-03_027 0.54 126 76 0.62 254 = 0.04 0.1368 + 0.0039 21427 + 298 2I88.0 + 49.0 2.07
20-03_028 0.00 131 62 049 255 £ 004 01380 £ 00025 21352 = 297 22040 £ 31.0 312
20-03 029 9.59 276 152 057 4.06 + 0.09 0.1325 + 0.0058 14182 + 273 2133.0 £+ 740 3351
20-03 030 0.53 96 48 052 254 = 004  0.1308 &+ 0.0041 2140.5 = 30.1 21100 + 540 -1.44
20-03_031 0.55 120 49 042 2,63 £ 005 0139 + 00037 2077.8 = 33.6 22170 £ 460 628
20-03 032 035 126 53 043 250 £ 005 0.1343 £ 0.0035 21664 = 362 21560 £ 440 -048
20-03 033 0.60 98 52 055 253 £ 005 0.1259 + 0.0041  2147.6 + 36.6 2043.0 £+ 57.0 -512
20-03_034 1237 1410 1190 087 6.51 = 0.1  0.1499 + 0.0057 921.1 = 141 23460 + 63.0 60.74
20-03_035 0.05 74 42 058 251 £ 006 0.1356 £ 0.0046 21643 = 410 2173.0 £ 57.0 040
20-03 036 7.13 176 127 0.74 358 = 0.07 0.1305 + 0.0058 1589.6 + 27.5 21060 + 76.0 2452
20-03_037 0.18 127 75 0.61 247 £ 004  0.1372 + 0.0037 21882 + 327 21940 + 460 027
20-03_038 0.19 62 25 042 251 £ 006  0.1403 £ 0.0045 21642 = 412 22320 £ 540 3.04
20-03 039 1.62 141 77 0.56 241 = 005 01314 + 00040 22414 + 369 21180 + 520 -5.83
20-03_040 1423 173 78 046 523 £ 0.2 0.1350 + 0.0092 11285 + 229 21650 + 1150 47.87
20-03_041 0.00 69 40 0.60 246 = 005 0.1480 £ 0.0038 2197.1 = 379 23250 £ 43.0 550
20-03 042 1.24 113 52047 2,62 £ 005 0.1448 £ 0.0040 2084.6 = 349 22860 = 460 881
20-03 043 0.36 94 40 043 256 + 0.05 0.1347 + 0.0041 21285 + 362 21620 + 52.0 1.55
20-03_044 1.03 72 25 036 240 £ 005 01255 £ 0.0044 22431 = 41.6 2037.0 = 61.0 -10.12
20-03 045 0.74 109 67  0.63 247 £ 004 01265 + 0.0041 2189.6 = 32.1 20500 = 57.0 -6.81
20-03 046 1.19 93 44 048 265 £ 005 0.1369 + 0.0042 20608 + 30.3 2189.0 + 53.0 5.86
20-03_047 1.29 56 22 040 271 £ 005 0.1309 + 0.0051 20254 = 332 2111.0 £ 67.0 4.05
20-03_048 0.56 161 70 045 243 £ 004 01328 £ 00032 22198 = 324 21370 £ 41.0 -387
20-03 049 0.83 86 41 049 246 = 0.04 0.1307 + 0.0040 2202.6 = 33.6 21080 + 53.0 -449
20-03_050  0.13 81 37 046 248 = 005 01322 + 0.0040 21856 + 385 2129.0 + 510 -2.66
20-03_051 2.01 96 53 0.56 253 £ 005 01329 £ 00047 21503 = 363 2137.0 £ 61.0 -0.62
20-03 052 1.49 174 75 044 270 £ 0.04 0.1320 + 0.0032 20293 + 265 21250 £ 43.0 451
20-03 053 0.05 94 48 052 254 £ 0.04 0.1380 + 0.0040 2140.4 + 302 2203.0 + 49.0 2.84
20-03_054  0.00 141 89 0.65 248 £ 004 01359 £ 00035 21828 = 292 2177.0 = 440 -027
20-03_055 0.26 58 27 047 240 = 006  0.1371 + 0.0050 22434 = 453 21920 £ 62.0 -2.34
20-03 056 0.32 49 20 043 232 £ 0.06 0.1317 + 0.0051  2312.7 £ 535 2121.0 £ 67.0 -9.04
20-03_057 0.14 95 45 048 252 = 004 01353 £ 00035 21558 = 320 2169.0 + 440 0.1
20-03_058 5.83 191 84 045 343 £ 007 01292 + 0.0045 1649.7 £ 28.5 2088.0 + 61.0 20.99
20-03 059 0.19 109 51 048 256 + 0.05 0.1366 + 0.0037 21233 + 343 21850 + 46.0 2.82
20-03_060  0.00 83 48 059 238 = 0.04 0.1380 & 0.0033 2258.6 + 34.6 22040 = 410 -2.48
20-03_061 0.09 70 31 046 251 £ 005 0139 + 00044 21649 = 398 22150 £ 540 226
20-03 062 0.00 144 98 0.70 251 = 0.04 01432 + 0.0026 2160.1 = 289 22680 + 310 476
20-03_063 0.00 146 95 0.67 243 £ 0.04 0.1352 + 0.0027 22242 + 321 2167.0 £+ 350 -2.64
20-03_064  0.18 95 35 038 244 = 004 01319 £ 00037 22122 = 341 21250 = 48.0 -4.10
20-03 065 023 102 50 0.50 2.64 £ 005 0.1427 £ 0.0039 20682 = 320 2261.0 = 47.0 853
20-03 066 5.76 211 141 0.68 326 £ 0.06 0.1337 + 0.0048 17245 + 262 21480 £ 61.0 19.72
20-03_067 0.00 141 70 0.51 235 £ 004 01363 £ 00024 22829 = 32.1 21820 = 31.0 -4.62
20-03_068 9.56 230 114 051 422 £ 009 0.1242 £ 0.0064 13699 = 258 2019.0 + 88.0 32.15
20-03 069 3.58 152 73049 253 £ 0.04 0.1326 + 0.0040 21451 + 31.0 21340 £ 520 -0.52
20-03_070  4.49 295 168 0.58 340 = 005 01579 + 0.0041 1661.6 + 202 24340 + 440 31.73
20-03_071 035 69 28 042 270 = 0.05 0.1475 £ 0.0046 20282 = 324 23180 £ 53.0 1250
20-03 072 5.19 117 66 0.58 263 £ 005 0.1413 £+ 0.0059 20788 + 349 22440 + 71.0 7.36
20-03_073 0.92 124 54 045 291 = 005 01424 &+ 0.0040 1903.5 £ 299 22580 + 480 1570
20-03 074 052 201 133 0.68 245 £ 004 01306 £ 0.0033 22094 = 339 21070 = 43.0 -4.86
20-03 075 0.00 31 12039 236 £ 0.07 0.1457 £ 0.0056 22755 = 60.4 2297.0 £+ 640 094
20-03 076 0.22 58 17 0.30 255 = 005 01323 &+ 00041 21345 £ 365 2130.0 + 540 -0.21
20-03_077 0.00 86 52 0.62 256 £ 005 01327 £ 00030 2127.7 = 379 21350 £ 39.0 034
20-03 078 0.00 68 43 0.65 244 = 005 0.1306 + 0.0044 22139 = 412 21070 £ 57.0 -5.08
20-03 079 0.58 110 36 033 246 + 0.05 0.1387 + 0.0036 21978 + 382 22120 + 440 0.64
20-03_080  0.23 120 46 039 260 = 005 01315 + 0.0034 20947 = 351 21200 =+ 450 1.20
20-03 081 0.00 112 70 0.64 235 £ 004 0.1346 £ 0.0029 22888 = 363 21600 £ 37.0 -5.96
20-03 082 0.00 135 72 0.54 256 + 0.05 0.1335 + 0.0024  2127.1 + 332 21460 + 31.0 0.88
20-03 083 1.62 82 43 054 250 £ 006 0.1351 + 0.0056 2167.6 = 409 21660 = 71.0 -0.07
Errors are 1-sigma; Pb, and Pb* indicate the common and radiogenic portions, respectively.

(1) Common Pb corrected bv assuming “**Ph/**[J-"*Ph/***Th age-concordance

(2) The degree of discordance for an analyzed spot indicates the chronological difference between the two ages determined by Pb—Pb and
U-Pb methods, and is defined as {1-(**U/“Pb* age)/(*""Pb*/"“Pb* age)}x100 (%) (e.g. Biao et al. 1996).
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