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Abstract

Tense is taught at junior high school in Japan. However, students already understand animation
programs with complicated tense expression in elementary school upper grades. We analyzed 77
programs of "Sawayaka 3 kumi", which is TV program for Elementary School students broadcasted
by ETV from 1987 to 2008 from the syntactic point of view. This program included a complex
tense like the great past. Changes throughout the year showed that the tense expression increased in
the latter half of the fiscal year, but no change was seen in the number of tense clues. Educational
TV channel is based on the group viewing of the children in the classroom and the teacher will

assist it appropriately, this is the reason NHK can broadcast difficult programs.
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Photo 1  The Opening of TV program ‘Sawayaka 3 kumi’
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Photo 5 A child goes out through school gate
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Photo 6 The child goes back to school grand to
pick up lost thing
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Photo 8 A child who leaves school gate Photo 9  When a child leaves the school gate,
he becomes an adult
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Tablel The numbers of tenses per month
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