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This study investigated the discourse and cultural activities of the French
art historian during the First World War including their patriotic discourse for the French people
and their aggressive claims to the German. It aimed at reviewing how these discourses influenced the

compilation of art historiography after the war. In France it had often occurred here after the
Revolution many kind of vandalism to the church art and the royal art: they could not establish a
consistent history of French art from the point of view of the republican parties. The war that
occurred in such a crisis situation became a tail wind to French art historians to recognize and
protect the domestic cultural heritage as a whole in France.Wartime political discourses are
considered " special” in an emergency, but in the conception of art historiography in the postwar
period ( universalism, internationalism, humanism), the wartime discourses are deeply shadowing.
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