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Abstract

I interviewed three Japanese language teachers who are practicing extensive reading courses at
American universities, and tried to document and examine their personal accounts, focusing on their
encounters with extensive reading, what they noticed through extensive reading courses, and their
changes in awareness. In this paper, I mainly focus on the changes in the teachers’ awareness and
examine their personal accounts. The following is a common theme in their personal accounts. 1) The
teachers started using extensive reading because they felt that there were some things that could not be
dealt with in traditional Japanese classes, and they saw the potential of extensive reading as a way to
deal with these issues. 2) They felt it was difficult to achieve a balance between teacher guidance and
learner-centered autonomous learning. 3) They were influenced on their way of thinking about Japanese
language education in general in terms of evaluation, etc. 4) They appreciate the significance of extensive
reading courses because they can accept a variety of students. They indicated that it is important for
teachers to think together and to share within the teacher community their ideas for teaching in extensive
reading courses, their conflicts and insights, new questions about Japanese language education in

general, and more.
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