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Abstract

This paper reports the influence upon Tokiwa university students who volunteered to read English
picture books to children at a nursery school from the academic year 2014 to 2016. The students regularly
practiced English pronunciation and songs as well as reading English picture books aloud in preparation
for visiting a nursery school. The main focus of this paper is to report and discuss the activity in the
academic year 2016 with the questionnaire result answered by the volunteer students. The second focus is
to summarize the influence of this activity upon the volunteer students with the total three-year (2014-
2016) questionnaire result answered each year by the volunteer students. The questionnaire has items to
ask about their attitudes toward English learning, children, regional contribution, English picture books,
and English education. The results showed a positive impact on the volunteer students: they could increase
their opportunity to use English and their motivation to learn English, they could find the attractiveness of
picture books by contact with local children, and so on. This voluntary activity did not only make children

joyful but also gave the students an authentic learning experience.
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