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Who and what is to blame for the creation of the assassins in white coats?... Perhaps higher
education placed too much emphasis on abstract ideas and too much on humanity. I no longer
remember which psychiatrist wrote a dissertation demonstrating that the assassins hadn't lost
their moral bearings: they knew how to discern Good and Evil; it was the sense of reality that was
missing. I their eyes, the victims did not belong to humankind; they were abstractions. The Nazi
doctors were able to manipulate their bodies, play with their brains, mutilate their future without

remorse; they tortured them in a thousand ways before putting an end to their lives. (Spitz xxi)
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BIEETLEETE | L L TIRDbINTWEREXZEIRNRD DL Tuskegee's Truth: Rethinking the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study (2000) (LLF Tuskegee's Truth) Offi# Susan M. Reverby Cd» % (Tuskegee's Truth 3) o
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LTHEL TW2R=2 ) TR, ZADMRL 2T A ) Y RPEEHHA & vwoZzb DT
Holze HHIE Al 1M AMRMEL LT, BETHEN TN, FLELETONL LN
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FEERL 72O TH->720 59 FTd7% <, Obiora N. Anekwe & Ejinkonye C. Anekwe? 33 Chronicling
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Was the Tuskegee Syphilis Study worse than a series of medical errors? In most respects, it was.
One factor was scientific racism. The study was performed against a backdrop of intense racism.

During the beginning of the study, many scientists thought African-Americans and other
minorities were physically different from Caucasians. The belief did not stop at skin color. For
instance, there was an assumption that African-Americans were impervious to pain, as well as
illnesses. In addition, the scientists and doctors involved in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study believed

that bodies of African-Americans handled syphilis better than Caucasians. (Anekwe 27)
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Racism, medical arrogance, and state power may help us to see how the study started, but it
not enough to explain how it continued-:-. An analysis of class and gender within the black
community is essential to see why Tuskegee Institute officials agreed to the study and how they
related to the men brought in as “subjects.” The history of the politics of both accommodation
and resistance at Tuskegee Institute is required to explain the relationships among the federal

officials, local state public-health doctors, and Tuskegee's staff. (Tuskegee's Truth 4)
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Without health--it will be impossible for us to have permanent success in business, in property

getting, [and] in acquiring education'--. Without health and long life all else fails.

Continuing , Washington avowed:

We must reduce our high death-rate, dethrone and enthrone health and long life. We may differ
on other subjects, but there is no room for difference here. Let us make a strong, long united pull
together. (Smith 38)
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In 1932, many people believe that the high mortality rate and incidence of disease among
African- Americans was proof that they were “biologically inferior” to whites.

Many also believed that black doctors and nurses were less capable than their white counterparts.
The government, concerned that disease among rural black communities would spread to the
White population, decided to implement several special programs “for the Negro.” The most
ambitious of these programs took place in Macon County, Alabama.

It came to be known as “The Tuskegee Study.” (Miss Evers' Boys introduction)
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